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Powerball® Turns 20, Gets a Makeover, and  
Seeks More Millionaires 

 
Washington, D.C. – Powerball® is growing up. The nation’s oldest multistate lottery game 
turns 20 this year and is celebrating the milestone by offering players bigger jackpots, better 
winning odds, and more opportunities to become millionaires.  
 
Effective January 15, 2012, a Powerball ticket will cost $2, the starting jackpot doubles its 
present starting amount to $40,000,000 and will grow by at least $10 million with every 
unclaimed jackpot. The game’s Second Prize win increases from $200,000 to $1 million. 
And, winning odds rise to 1:31.8 versus 1:35 with the previous version.  
 
Winning odds are affected by a slight revamp of the game’s play structure. Players will 
continue to select their first five numbers from a pool of 59. However, the pool for the 
Powerball number will be limited to 35, which is calculated to produce greater winning odds.  
 
Powerball will continue to offer players nine ways to win. The Power Play add-on win will be 
set at $2 million. Even the least among the winners will see a bonus in the new game 
structure. Players matching only the Powerball will see their prize bump from $3 to $4. 
 
“We’re excited about the new and improved Powerball, says Buddy Roogow, executive 
director of the D.C. Lottery. “We celebrated our historic $144 million Powerball grand prize 
win just a couple of years ago. Last fiscal year, we paid out over $6.5 million in winnings to 
our Powerball players. Now, the increased winning odds could help us congratulate D.C.’s 
next jackpot winner soon.” 
 
Powerball is played in 44 jurisdictions including the District of Columbia, which is a founding 
member of the Multi-State Lottery Association, the organization that operates Powerball. 
Revenue generated by Powerball and all other D.C. Lottery products are directed to the 
District’s General Fund which supports essential city services such as education, public 
safety, and infrastructure. 
  
Powerball drawings are held Wednesdays and Saturdays at 10:59 p.m. Eastern Time. Live 
drawings can be viewed on NewsChannel 8; visit www.dclottery.com to view past drawings. 
For more information on the D.C. Lottery, its games, and services, visit us online.  

 


